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Member Organizations

1000 Friends
CASA of Oregon
Central City Concern
City of Ashland
City of Beaverton
City of Corvallis
City of Eugene
City of Gresham
City of Portland
City of Tigard
Clackamas Community Land Trust
Clackamas County
Clackamas Housing Action Network
Coalition for a Livable Future
Community Action Partnership of Oregon
Community Action Team, Inc.
Community Alliance of Tenants
Community Housing Fund
Community Partners for Affordable Housing
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
Habitat for Humanity of Oregon
Homeless Families Coalition
Housing Advocacy Group of Washington Co.
Housing Development Center
Impact Northwest
Interfaith Committee on Homelessness
Lane County Legal Aid and Advocacy Center
League of Women Voters of Oregon
Lincoln County
Manufactured Home Owners of Oregon, Inc.
Metro
Multnomah County
NAYA Family Center
NeahCasa
Neighborhood Economic Development Corp.
Neighborhood Partnerships
Network for Oregon Affordable Housing
Northwest Community Land Trust Coalition
Northwest Housing Alternatives
Oregon Action
Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities
Oregon Coalition on Housing & Homelessness
Oregon Food Bank
Oregon Housing Authorities
Oregon Opportunity Network
Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon
Portland Community Reinvestment Initiatives, Inc.
Portland State Univ., Student Legal & Mediation Services
Proud Ground
REACH CDC
Rogue Valley CDC
Rose CDC
Rural Community Assistance Corp.
St. Vincent DePaul of Lane County
Shelter Care
Sisters Of The Road
Umpqua CDC
Washington County
Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services

Earned Income Tax Credit
SB 349

Contact us:

Public Affairs Counsel
Mark Nelson, Erica Hagedorn
PO Box 12945 - Salem, OR 97309
(503) 363-7084

www.oregonhousingalliance.org

The Housing Alliance believes that we all do better when everyone has
access to opportunity and a pathway out of poverty. Unfortunately,
opportunity is missing for many low- and moderate-income working
families in Oregon struggling to make ends meet.

Too many hardworking parents don’t earn enough to pay rent and put
food on the table for their children. Nearly half of renters can’t afford a
two bedroom apartment at market rents. At the same time, Oregon’s
working poor and near-poor families pay some of the nation’s highest
state income taxes. Other taxes and fees in Oregon'’s revenue system
can also hit low-income families hardest.

Our communities are better when we can provide access to opportunity
and help hardworking families save money and build assets. The Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) is one of the most effective wage support
programs for low- and middle-income families. It reduces the taxes paid
by hardworking families and allows families to lower debt or start saving
for the future. Oregon should expand this opportunity for hardworking
families.

A state EITC is the most targeted way to improve the tax system for
working families with children, but Oregon’s EITC is too small for the
task at hand. Set at 6 percent of the federal EITC, Oregon’s EITC is one
of the lowest among states offering EITCs. Low-income working families
in Oregon pay significantly higher taxes on their income compared to
residents of other states.

The Housing Alliance is asking your support of SB 349, which will
gradually increase the state EITC from its current 6 percent of the
federal credit to 18 percent. This will:
+ Cut taxes for one in seven Oregon households, targeting help to
low-income working families with children.
¢ Boost the earnings of the average EITC household by about $215
a year. For a family of four living at the poverty line (an income of
about $22,000), it would mean approximately $587 extra income
each year.
+ Benefit over 220,000 households from all corners of Oregon.
¢ Inject state tax dollars into communities throughout Oregon. EITC
dollars are spent quickly and locally.
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